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From: Martinez, Maria
To: Johnson, Terry; Spalding, Susan; Smith, Melissa; Nally, Bill; Donaldson, Guy; Jones, Bruced
Subject: RE: Draft Email/Letter to TCEQ regarding Exide"s air monitoring and dust control plans
Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 3:53:00 PM
Attachments: Keith Sheedy_3-19-13mlmedits.docx


Terry,
 
Thank you for taking the lead in drafting this and clearly summarizing our concerns.
 
The attached file has a few edits for your consideration.
 
Maria
 
From: Johnson, Terry 
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 2:12 PM
To: Spalding, Susan; Smith, Melissa; Martinez, Maria; Nally, Bill; Donaldson, Guy; Jones, Bruced
Subject: Draft Email/Letter to TCEQ regarding Exide's air monitoring and dust control plans
 
Hi all,
 
Guy asked me to draft an email message/letter from him to Keith Sheedy at TCEQ to
address our growing concerns about Exide’s air monitoring and dust control plans at
Frisco.  A copy of the draft is attached for your review and comments.  There are three key
points that I think the message should express:
 


1.       Exide’s air monitoring protocol is simply not sensitive enough to detect Pb
concentrations that will result in regular daily exceedances and an eventual
violation of the NAAQS;


2.       Exide’s dust control measures are not capable of preventing dust generated by
demolition and landfill RAWP work from triggering a future violation of the NAAQS;
and


3.       If these deficiencies in the air monitoring and dust control plans are not addressed
quickly enough, we believe a future violation of the NAAQS is likely to occur.


 
Guy is planning to call Keith Sheedy this week to briefly express his concerns along these
lines and to warn Keith to expect this follow-up email or letter.
 
Please contact Guy or me if you have any questions.  I think Guy was hoping to send this
out by the end of the week or first of next week.
 
Thanks,
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Draft Email to Keith Sheedy/TCEQ Regarding Exide Dust Suppression Measures


Keith,


Thank you for taking the time to speak with me on the phone this week.  We are glad to see that following the closure of the Exide smelter, the Frisco monitoring network is indicating two consecutive months in which the rolling 3-month average ambient Pb concentration is below the NAAQS.


To follow up on our phone conversation, we are, however, concerned about the adequacy of the air monitoring and dust suppression measures being employed by Exide in the demolition of its buildings at the plant site in Frisco.  The Frisco ambient air monitoring network recorded exceedances of the 2008 Lead NAAQS on January 10 and 28, 2013, preceding the demolition activities, as well as a further two consecutive exceedances on February 27 and March 5, following commencement of the demolition activities.  Based on a reported Pb concentration of 0.39 ug/m3 at one of Exide’s portable monitors on March 11, a third consecutive exceedance of the NAAQS is anticipated at the Stonebrook monitor once the certified data is received next week.


First, with regards to Exide’s air monitoring plan, we believe that the sampling equipment and analytical method being used by Exide are too insensitive is not sensitive enough, i.e., Method Detection Limit is too high to accurately measure on-site airborne Pb concentrations that are capable of resulting in off-site exceedances of the NAAQS.  We note that on both February 27 and March 5, when TCEQ’s ambient network recorded elevated Pb concentrations at the 5th Street and Stonebrook monitor sites (including exceedances of the NAAQS at the 5th Street monitor on February 27 and the Stonebrook monitor on March 5), Exide’s portable monitoring network downwind of the demolition activities failed to observe Pb concentrations above the detection threshold of the analytical method they are using.  It is becoming clear to us that the protocol being utilized by Exide, while adequate for evaluating air quality for comparison against published worker exposure thresholds, is not sufficient to detect Pb concentrations high enough to impact the ambient monitors beyond the property line.


Secondly, it is also becoming clear to us that the dust control measures currently being employed by Exide are not adequate to prevent frequent exceedances of the NAAQS, which will lead to an eventual violation of the NAAQS at one or more monitor sites if this problem is not quickly addressed.   We are concerned that once the landfill correction work commences later this month, the ambient Pb concentrations could rise to even higher levels than those observed during the past two weeks of demolition work.


In light of these recent monitoring observations, we recommend that both Exide’s air monitoring plan and dust control plan, for both the demolition work and the landfill RAWP, be re-evaluated.  We believe that nominally, the air monitoring plan should be capable of detecting on-site concentrations of Pb that are capable of causing off-site exceedances of the NAAQS that could contribute to a violation over time.  Furthermore, we think that additional dust control measures, possibly including a lower stop work threshold for wind speed, should be evaluated with the goal of preventing any future violations of the NAAQS while the demolition and remediation work continue.


We would like to discuss these issues with you in greater detail and suggest that we schedule a meeting or conference call for the week of March 18 or 25.  We look forward to continuing to work with TCEQ towards attaining the Pb NAAQS in Frisco.


Sincerely,


Guy Donaldson






Terry
 
 
 
Terry Johnson, Environmental Engineer
U.S. EPA Region 6
Air Planning Section (6PD-L)
1445 Ross Ave.
Dallas, TX  75202
(214) 665-2154
johnson.terry@epa.gov
 
POSITIONS OR VIEWS EXPRESSED DO NOT REPRESENT OFFICIAL EPA POLICY
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